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Paul J. McNulty, United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, announced  that 
a jury convicted Shawn Eliely yesterday of conspiracy and three counts of aiding and abetting other 
persons to falsify ATF Forms 4473 respecting firearms sales. 

Eliely recruited several other active duty Navy personnel between 1998 and 2000 to buy at 
least 14 guns from R and B Guns, Hampton, claiming on the forms that they were the actual buyers, 
when Eliely selected, and provided the money to buy, the firearms and later transported and sold the 
guns on the streets of New Jersey for hundreds of dollars more than he had paid.  Federal law 
prohibits such "straw" purchases. Each firearm purchaser must complete a Form 4473 so that the 
gun dealer can run a background check on the buyer in order to prevent guns from being sold to 
convicted felons, drug users, illegal aliens, and six other classes of prohibited persons. 

Eliely avoided a background check on himself and the individuals in New Jersey who bought 
the guns from him by having Navy sailors buy the firearms for him in their names.  The evidence 
showed Eliely paid, or did other favors for, some of his straw purchasers and threatened and 
assaulted another. Eliely also told the straw purchasers that he removed the serial numbers from the 
firearms so they could not be traced back to the straw buyers. 

Four other participants were also prosecuted.  Jewel Smith is serving a 21-month prison 
sentence for his role in the conspiracy. Eliely faces up to five years' imprisonment on each of the 
four counts of conviction. R and B Guns is no longer in business. 

Agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives investigated the case. 
The case was prosecuted by AUSA Scott Putney. 
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